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Education

www.londoninternational.ac.uk/malta

‘The programme structures and their 
professional delivery surely were influential 
factors in my professional growth.’
Hein Chetcuti, BSc (Hons) Information 
Systems and Management and MSc 
International Business graduate
Operational Business Strategist at 
Malta Freeport Terminals Ltd



‘My degree studies have helped me better understand the various 
aspects of the ICT industry through a formal academic process. 
Since I was studying on a part-time basis, I could correlate the areas 

of study with my work place. This degree has helped me advance 
further in my career, and opened further opportunities for me to 

study for an MBA, which I have since successfully completed.’ 

Stefan Briffa, BSc (Hons) Computing and 
Information Systems graduate  
Stefan is a Networks Manager at the Malta 
Information and Technology Agency.
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Gain a University 
of London degree 
at Saint Martin’s 
Institute of Higher 
Education
The University of London 
International Programmes 
enables students to gain 
a prestigious University of 
London qualification in Malta. 
Studying with the University 
of London at Saint Martin’s 
provides the reassurance of 
an internationally recognised 
British degree, combined with 
the study support and local 
knowledge of Saint Martin’s. 

The challenging and thought-
provoking programmes equip 
students with the subject 
knowledge and skills to succeed 
in a variety of careers both 
in Malta and internationally. 
The flexible study options 
enable students to fit study 
around work and family 
commitments. Our graduates 
gain top jobs in banking, 
business, financial services, IT, 
and other industries, and go 
on to further study at some of 
the world’s best universities.
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How the University of London works

Product of the collaboration

A federation of 18 Colleges and a 
number of specialist research Institutes

+
in 

collaboration 
with 12 Lead 

Colleges

The University of London is one of the world’s leading universities, internationally 
recognised for its high academic standards. This reputation is based on the 
outstanding teaching and research of its 18 renowned Colleges and specialist 
Institutes. These Colleges are responsible for the academic direction and assessment 
of all courses offered by the University of London International Programmes.
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Leaders in global education
About the University of London
Founded in 1836, the University of London 
is one of the oldest and most prestigious 
universities in the UK. In 1858, the University 
of London established the University of 
London International Programmes to 
give students around the world access to 
its degrees. This makes the International 
Programmes the world’s oldest provider 
of distance and flexible learning. 

There are now over 54,000 students and 
100,000 alumni in more than 180 countries. 
Among the alumni who studied through 
the International Programmes are many 
people who have shaped the world we live 
in, including leaders of business and industry, 
judges, authors, scientists and politicians. 
Seven past students have also won Nobel 
Prizes, including Nelson Mandela, economist 
Ronald Coase, writers Wole Soyinka and Derek 
Walcott, and physicist Charles Kao, who was 
a pioneer in the development of fibre optics.

About Saint Martin’s Institute 
of Higher Education
Established in 1985, Saint Martin’s Institute 
of Higher Education is a licensed higher 
education institution by the National 
Commission for Further and Higher 
Education of Malta (License No. 196). It 
provides Maltese and international students 
with the opportunity to study for Malta 
Qualification Framework level five diplomas, 
level six honours degrees, and level seven 
postgraduate degrees in various disciplines. 

With a University of London student body 
of around 300, Saint Martin’s may not be the 
largest member of the University’s global 
network of teaching centres, but it does 
have a track record of achieving excellent 
results. 26% of University of London-Saint 
Martin’s students graduating between 
2006 and 2014 attained a First Class or 
Second Class Upper Honours degree 
classification, with over 30 students achieving 
academic awards over this same period.

‘It is never too late to start a degree and the University of 
London International Programmes is providing people 
from all around the world with the right opportunity of 
fulfilling this dream. It was an experience of hard work 
and determination but we finished our studies with 
great success: achievement is a priceless sensation.’ 

Mark and Tanya Chetcuti, BSc (Hons) Computing 
and Information Systems graduates
Mark and Tanya met for the first time at an information 
meeting at Saint Martin’s. Now happily married, both 
graduated with First Class degrees. Tanya is now an IT 
Project Manager at the European Commission and Mark is 
a Maltese Linguist at the Council of the European Union.
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The relationship between Saint Martin’s 
and the University of London

Saint Martin’s – an Affiliate Centre
Saint Martin’s became a teaching centre 
for the University of London International 
Programmes in 2000. When the University 
launched its Teaching Institutions Recognition 
Framework in 2009, Saint Martin’s was 
awarded Affiliate Centre status. This means 
that in the considered view of the University 
of London, Saint Martin’s demonstrates 
a sustained commitment to developing 
excellence in respect of teaching, support 
to students and administrative processes.

In 2006, Saint Martin’s was one of only six 
institutions worldwide, and the only one 
in Europe, to be awarded a special 150th 
Anniversary Award by the University of 
London International Programmes. These 
awards acknowledge the contribution 
that such institutions have made to the 
growth and success of the University of 
London International Programmes. 

The Teaching Institutions 
Recognition Framework explained
Whilst many students of the University of 
London International Programmes study 
independently, a significant number 
choose to study at an independent 
teaching institution. The University of 
London’s Teaching Institutions Recognition 
Framework (TIRF) provides a process 
through which institutions that support 
International Programmes students, 
can be recognised by the University of 
London. In order to become recognised, 
an institution must meet or exceed a 
comprehensive set of Recognition Criteria 
developed by the University of London. 
The monitoring and management of 
activities relating to teaching institutions 
is underpinned by core quality assurance 
principles including annual and periodic 
monitoring and review. These help to assure 
the University of London’s international 
reputation and high academic standards. 

There are two categories of recognition 
– Affiliate Centre and Registered Centre. 
Affiliate Centre is the highest level of 
recognition awarded by the University.

Graduating with a University 
of London award
Graduates of the International Programmes 
are awarded a University of London degree, 
diploma or certificate. The final parchment 
includes the University of London logo 
and signature of the Vice-Chancellor, and 
indicates which University of London 
College conducted the examinations.
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Five reasons you can rely on a University of London degree studied 
through the University of London International Programmes:

1  All our programmes are developed 
and approved by the Colleges of the 
University of London, using the same 
quality processes as for the programmes 
studied at that College on campus. 

2  The standards and quality of study 
materials and examinations are 
the responsibility of the Colleges 
of the University of London. 

3  There are Independent External 
Examiners for every programme. Their 
role is to ensure students have been 
assessed to the appropriate standard 
and that the UK’s overall national 
academic standards have been met. 

4  Our standards are consistent. We do 
not reduce the pass mark of exams 
in order to increase the number who 
succeed in our examinations.

5  The University of London International 
Programmes is regularly audited 
by the Quality Assurance Agency 
(QAA), an independent body which 
safeguards the standards and quality 
of UK higher education. Following an 
institutional audit of the University of 
London International Programmes in 
May 2011, the highest judgement of 
‘confidence’ was delivered by the QAA.

‘We are delighted to have Saint Martin’s as our only partner in 
Malta. As an Affiliate Centre it has the highest level of recognition 
awarded by the University of London. Saint Martin’s aim is 
to become a regional icon in quality education, excelling 
in teaching and research in multidisciplinary fields. Based 
on the success it has had in delivering University of London 
programmes, it is well on its way to achieving this aim.’ 

Dr Mary Stiasny 
Pro Vice-Chancellor (International) and Chief Executive  
of the University of London International Programmes

‘Saint Martin’s Institute of Higher Education has developed in 
leaps and bounds through its affiliation with the University 
of London International Programmes. Quality in education, 
innovation, rigour and knowledge propagation are second 
nature and seemingly effortless to the Institute’s staff due 
to the adoption of the University of London creed from the 
Institute’s very inception. We are humbled and proud of 
our relationship with such a world renowned university.’ 

Charles Theuma 
Principal, Saint Martin’s Institute of Higher Education
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Programmes developed  
by world-leading Colleges

LSE has an outstanding reputation for 
academic excellence and innovation in 
the social sciences. It has 16 Nobel Prize 
winners and some 34 past or present 
heads of state among its alumni and staff. 
LSE is ranked fifth in the UK and 32nd in 
the world in The Times Higher Education 
World University Rankings 2013–2014.

LSE provides academic direction for the 
Economics, Management, Finance and 
Social Sciences (EMFSS) programmes 
offered at Saint Martin’s. Studying these 
programmes gives students specialist 
expertise in business relevant subjects, 
with an international perspective. Students 
are encouraged to think critically and 
creatively, and develop long-term skills that 
employers value, such as problem solving, 
analytical thinking and self-discipline.

Programmes offered at Saint Martin’s
< BSc (Hons) Accounting and Finance
< BSc (Hons) Banking and Finance
< BSc (Hons) Business and Management
< BSc(Hons) Economics and Management
< BSc (Hons) Information Systems 

and Management
< BSc (Hons) Mathematics and Economics

All programmes offered by the University of London International 
Programmes draw on the academic expertise and influential research 
of the University of London Colleges, which are responsible for the 
academic direction, syllabus, and assessment of all courses.

< Diploma in Economics
< Diploma in Social Sciences
< Diploma for Graduates in Social Sciences

‘Studying at Saint Martin’s Institute gave 
me the opportunity to pursue a widely 
respected degree directed by LSE, whilst 
still finding the time to bring up my 
children. It was a fulfilling, life changing 
and rewarding journey with continuous 
support from top quality lecturers. It has 
not only opened many new gates for 
me but has also had a positive effect on 
my character and my way of thinking.’ 

Pavla Borg, BSc (Hons) Economics 
and Management graduate
After graduating with a First Class 
degree, Pavla gained a job at the Central 
Bank of Malta. She has since been 
promoted several times and is now 
a Liquidity Forecasting Officer. She is 
also undertaking an MSc Quantitative 
Finance with the University of London 
International Programmes.

8



www.londoninternational.ac.uk/malta

Goldsmiths, University of London, is the UK’s 
leading creative university, with an emphasis 
on the highest academic standards of teaching 
and research, and a distinctive attitude to 
learning that encourages students to explore 
ideas, challenge boundaries, investigate fresh 
ways of thinking, and stretch their minds 
intellectually and creatively. Its Department 
of Computing is one of the UK’s leading 
centres for the study of computer science. 

Goldsmiths provides academic direction for 
undergraduate programmes in computing; 
these cover the application of computer 
science to the arts, media, music, design, 
games, psychology and business. Students 
become technically proficient in computing 
technology, and, more importantly, improve 
their potential to become developers, 
innovators and leaders in their fields.

Programmes offered at Saint Martin’s
< BSc (Hons) Computing and 

Information Systems 
< BSc (Hons) Creative Computing 
< Diploma in Computing and 

Information Systems
< Diploma in Creative Computing

‘I left Saint Martin’s more mature, determined, goal-driven and attentive 
to detail than ever before. Such characteristics were important both 
in my previous job, and in my current role as an IT engineer.’ 

Cleo Zarb, BSc (Hons) Computing and Information Systems
Cleo has worked as an engineer for companies such as Paramount Pictures 
and Disney.

Royal Holloway, University of London is 
one of the largest University of London 
Colleges and has an excellent reputation 
for teaching and research. Royal Holloway 
is ranked 12th in the UK and 102nd in the 
world in The Times Higher Education 
World University Rankings 2013–2014. 

Its renowned School of Management, 
which directs the programmes offered 
at Saint Martin’s, gives high priority 
to original research in international 
business, and the deep understanding 
of the subject is reflected in its 
teaching of management studies. 

Programmes offered at Saint Martin’s
< Access programme for BSc 

Business Administration
< BSc (Hons) Business Administration 

(Human Resource Management, 
International Business or Marketing)
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Study support
All University of London International 
Programmes students receive printed 
materials and online learning resources 
developed by the Colleges of the University 
of London. These include specially 
written subject guides, a Virtual Learning 
Environment (VLE) with online resources 
and discussion forums where students 
can interact with others from around the 
world; and an online library with access 
to online journals and databases.

Students at Saint Martin’s also benefit from 
a mixture of lectures and workshops, enabling 
students to experience a range of styles for 
optimal learning. Saint Martin’s also offers 
a tutorship programme, careers guidance, 
and games development competitions.

Tutorship programmes
The tutorship programme assigns students 
a mentor, who then acts as their go-to staff 
member throughout the year. Tutors are on 
hand to guide students if they encounter 
any issues in their studies or school life. 
Guidance counsellors are also available 
if students are facing personal issues.

Careers Guidance
Saint Martin’s staff are always available 
to offer career advice to students. Every 
February, Saint Martin’s holds an annual 
Careers Symposium, where potential 
employers are invited to have one-on-
one interviews with students. Often, Saint 
Martin’s students receive job offers before 
even completing their final examinations, 
so they are able to take exams knowing 
a settled job is waiting for them.

Game Development Challenge
Saint Martin’s hosts its own Game 
Development Challenge, where every 
summer lecturers teach experienced 
developers and novices the ins and 
outs of creating a proper video game. 
Professionals are then invited to play the 
games created by participants, culminating 
in a final judging session. There is also a 
small-scale Games Jam where students 
create a game over a single weekend.

Workshops and Public Lectures
Saint Martin’s organises workshops and 
public lectures by foreign experts for 
students, as well as for staff and the 
general public. This allows students to 
see their subjects from a new perspective 
and learn more about current trends. 
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‘As a lecturer teaching the 
same topic that I learnt 
a few years back, I feel 
that I am in the unique 
position of knowing 
which topics are harder 

for students to comprehend. I also know 
what students are facing next, not only 
in the topics I teach but also throughout 
their journey as a student. I try to use 
this insight as much as possible so that 
I can show students the big picture, in 
terms of how one subject relates to the 
next and how certain principles they 
are learning now will come in handy 
in the next days, months and years.’ 

Jeremy Grech, BSc (Hons) 
Creative Computing graduate
Jeremy graduated with a First Class 
degree and now lectures at Saint 
Martin’s while completing a Masters in 
computer animation and digital graphics. 
Read more about Jeremy in London 
Connection: http://bit.ly/jeremy-grech

Financial support
Students taking a University of London 
qualification at Saint Martin’s may benefit 
from a Government tax credit of up to 70% 
of all the expenses incurred when they 
take up employment in Malta. This benefit 
applies to students of all nationalities. The 
only condition is that students must work 
in Malta after successfully completing 
their study programme. Saint Martin’s 
also considers deserving cases and 
supports such students in their studies.

PwC (Malta)
‘We have found that Saint Martin’s 
provides a solid foundation for students 
who embark on a professional career with 
PwC. In our experience, they have the tools 
to enable them to deliver high quality 
work and integrate well with colleagues. 
A very positive experience so far.’

Vodafone (Malta)
‘Vodafone Malta has worked in 
conjunction with Saint Martin’s for the 
past two years, with students invited 
to apply for the Vodafone Student 
and Graduate programs. One of our 
quests is to attract and employ fresh 
talent and potential future leaders of 
our business and these are today’s 
graduates who have the ambition, 
drive and ideas to shape their world. 

During these two years, we have 
taken on students from Saint Martin’s 
and a number of them have proven 
to be an asset to our organisation. The 
remarkable quality of these students 
does not go unnoticed and we intend 
to continue working hand in hand 
with the institute to keep searching for 
talented and potential future leaders.’

Hear from 
employers
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University of London International Programmes
www.londoninternational.ac.uk/malta 
Student Advice Centre, University of London, Stewart House 
32 Russell Square, London  WC1B 5DN, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)20 7862 8360 
enquiries.londoninternational.ac.uk

Connect with us:

www.londoninternational.ac.uk/youtube 

www.londoninternational.ac.uk/facebook

www.londoninternational.ac.uk/twitter

www.londoninternational.ac.uk/linkedin

www.londoninternational.ac.uk/googleplus

www.londoninternational.ac.uk/blog

Saint Martin’s Institute of Higher Education
www.stmartins.edu 
Saint Martin’s Institute of Higher Education
Schembri Street, Hamrun, HMR1541, Malta
Email: infodesk@stmartins.edu
Tel: +356 21235451

Connect with Saint Martin’s:

www.stmartins.edu/youtube 

www.stmartins.edu/facebook

www.stmartins.edu/twitter

www.stmartins.edu/linkedin

www.stmartins.edu/googleplus
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